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— denn  van  ausgez  eichneten  Männern 
ist  die  ganze  Erde  das  Grabmal,  und 
es  spricht  nicht  blas  van  ihren  Grab¬ 
säulen  im  eigenen  Lande  die  Inschrift, 
sondern  es  lebt  auch  in  fremden 
Landen  das  Gedächtniss  an  ihre  Ge¬ 
sinnung  viel  mehr,  als  an  den  Erfolg 
ihrer  Thaten  ungeschrieben  in  Jeder 
Brust.— Thulcydides,  ii.  44. 


BALTIMORE: 


ft  ne 


©briftian  %  mürbe  cm  12.  9tobember  1823  in  $>aaben, 
föegierunggbesirt  ©oblen^,  geboren,  mo  fein  SSater  ein  93ergmerf 
betrieb,  ©r  mürbe  für  ben  MaufmannSftanb  beftimmt  unb 
maä)te  in  größeren  ©ef<bäften  ju  Soeft  unb  ©refelb  feine  Sehr* 
geit  burtb,  morauf  er  für  eine  ^bepbter  £u<bb<mblung  reifte. 
5tuf  feinen  ©efdjäftSreifen  madjte  er  bie  SBefanntfdjaft  be§  %a= 
bafsfabrifanten  £mt.  ©.  $b-  (55ail  in  ©iepen,  unb  biefer  flar= 
blicfenbe  ^nbuftrieüe  ertannte  in  bem  bamafä  fiebenunb^manjigs 
jährigen  jungen  Maufmamte  ben  geeigneten  9flann  jur  Stü£e 
feinet  Sobne§,  ber  bamafä  eine  Filiale  in  Baltimore  gegrünbet 
batte.  9la(bbem  £>err  9ljr  fidj  einige  2tfo<ben  in  bem  ©iepener 
Statnmbaufe  auf  gehalten,  reifte  er  im  &rübjabr  1851  nach  93al= 
timore  unb  trat  in  Die  junge  gabri!  be§  £>errn  ©.  2B.  ©ail  als 
Uteifenber  ein. 

$)aS  SBaltimorer  ©efdjäft  proSperirte  bon  allem  Anfänge  an 
in  munberbarer  SSeife,  benn  feiten  ba&en  fidj  smei  Männer 
fo  3U  ergänzen  berftanben,  mie  bie  Herren  ©.  SB.  ©ail  unb 
©briftian  Sl£ ;  ber  eine  ein  grober  gabrifant,  ber  anbere  ein 
groper  Kaufmann. 

3m  $erbfte  1854  reifte  §err  SIe  nach  ©iejjen  unb  berbei= 
ratbete  fidj  mit  3rl.  ©aroline  ©ail,  unb  nadj  feiner  Stüdffebr 
trat  er  am  1.  Januar  1855  als  S^beübciber  in  baS  f^abrifgefc^äft, 
meines  feitbem  unter  ber3?irma©ail  &Stj;,  einen  SBeltruf  erlangt 
bat.  3m  Sflai  1857  ftarb  feine  ©attin  im  Minbbette,  unb  fünf 
3abte  fpäter  fd)lob  er  feine  jmeite  ©be  mit  bereit  jüngerer 
©cbmefter,  grl.  9tannp  ©ail,  bie  tbn  als  SBittme  überlebt.  2)en 
beiben  ©ben  entfproffen  3  Minber,  Sflarie,  Marl,  bcffen  unjeitiger 
&ob  am  4.  September  1886  erfolgte,  aus  erfter  unb  ©briftian 
aus  jmeiter  ©be. 
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$on  allem  Anfänge  an  nahm  §err  Ax  unter  ben  Bürgern 
ber  ©tabt,  befonberS  unter  ben  'Seutfdjen,  unb  im  btefigen 
GefdjäftSleben  eine  hetborragenbe  Stellung  ein  ;  er  mar,  maS 
ber  Amerilaner  “  a  born  leader  of  men  ”  nennt ;  man  orbnete 
fid)  ihm  bereitmillig  unter  unb  fab  unmilllürlidj  gu  ibm  als 
güljrer  empor,  Jn  aflen  großen  SBemegungen  unb  23eftrebungen 
ftanb  er  mit  an  ber  ©pi^e ;  er  mar  ein  TOtbegrünber  ber 
„Goncorbia"  unb  beS  „Vereins  für  Grforfdjung  ber  Gefdjichte 
ber  SDeutfdjen  in  9Jtarplanb" ;  er  gehörte  lange  Jahre  gu  ben 
merltljätigfien  TOtgliebern  beS  „Allgemeinen  $)eutfd)en  2Baifen= 
bereinS"  unb  mar  feit  mehr  als  breißig  Jahren  Witglieb  ber 
„3)eutfd)en  GefeHfdjaft  bon  9flarplanb,"  beren  $ice=$räfibent  er 
längere  gemefen  ift ;  ber  „Germania=Glub"  gäljlte  ihn  gu 
feinen  geacptetftcn  DJtitgliebern. 

Jn  feber  Angelegenheit,  mo  eS  galt,  Gemeinfinn  gu  geigen, 
ftanb  er  in  ber  borberften  Aeilje.  Jn  ben  trüben  £agen 
ber  „®nomnotbing"  =  £>errfdjaft  betonte  er  bei  feber  Gelegenheit 
fein  $)eutfd)tbiim,  unb  fein  perfönli(her  9Jtutlj  ift  bamalS 
manchem  armen  SanbSmanne  gu  |)ülfe  getommen.  AIS  ber 
*8ürgerfrieg  bie  Union  gu  gerreißen  broljte  unb  bie  Bürger  93al= 
timore'S  in  gmei  £>eerljaufen  fdjieb,  gögerte  er  leinen  Augenblid, 
fid)  auf  bie  rechte  ©eite  gu  ftellen ;  er  mar  Unionift,  als  es  b^* 
lebensgefährlich  mar,  für  bie  Union  gu  fein.  $)ie  Organifation 
für  pflege  ber  bermunbeten  unb  Iranlen  ©olbaten  haUe  in  ihm 
einen  liberalen  görberer. 

Gr  gehörte  gu  ben  Grften,  melche  bei  bem  Ausbruch  beS  beutfd)= 
frangöfifchen  Krieges  bie  großartige  £)ülfeleiftung  burcp  bie 
£>eutfdjen  in  Amerifa  anregten,  unb  als  bor  fünf  Jahren  bie 
Abeingegenb  burch  eine  berljeerenbe  Ueberfdjmemmung  heimge= 
fucht  mürbe,  mar  er  mieber  einer  ber  £muptförberer  ber  ©amnu 
lung  bon  UnterftiißungSgelbern  in  Baltimore.  Obgleid)  mit 
bem  amerilanifcpen  Seben  innig  bermachfen  unb  ein  guter  23ür= 
ger  ber  Union,  mar  er  hoch  in  feinem  innerften  2öefen  beutfch 
geblieben ;  beutfd)  mar  bie  UmgangSfpracbe  feiner  gamilie 
unb  feines  gangen  Kaufes,  unb  in  beutfcher  Gefeüfchaft  fd)ien 
er  fid)  am  mohlften  gu  fühlen,  gür  bie  Vorgänge  im  alten  93a= 
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terlanbe  beiunbete  er  ba§  reifte  gntereffe,  unb  ber  grojje  Staate 
mann  be§  beutfdjen  Neid)e§  Ijatte  an  ipm  non  allem  Nnfange  an 
einen  unbebingten  bemunberer  unb  bereiter. 

gn  ber  amerifantf^en  ^arteipolitii  mar  er  Nepublilaner ; 
aber  obgleid)  feljr  entfepieben,  ift  er  nie  ganatifer  gemefen,  unb 
5£)emofraten  gälten  3U  feinen  intimflen  greitnben.  $ie  Ne= 
publifaner  baltimore’3  erfannten  feine  bebeutung  bereitmiüigfi 
an  ;  mieberpolt  mürben  ipm  (£ongrep=Nominationen  angetragen, 
unb  einmal  oerfuepte  man,  ipm  bie  Nomination  für  ba§  bür= 
germeifteramt  gerabeju  aufjubräitgen.  (5r  pat  fiep  feöod)  nie 
auf  ba§  gelb  ber  altioen  ^ßoliti!  begeben. 

Nl§  in  ben  fed)^iger  Sauren  bie  gnlanbfteuergcfepe  er= 
laffen  mürben,  -mg  man  ipn  üon  bkfpington  au»  mieberpolt  3U 
Natpe.  @3  lebt  mopl  faum  ein  namhafter  $)eutfcper  in  ben 
bereinigten  Staaten,  ber  nid)t  3U  £>rn.  Nr  in  perfönlicpe  be= 
3iepungen  getreten  märe ;  gar  oiele  peroorragenbe  Niänner  pa= 
ben  im  Saufe  ber  gapre  feine  ©aftfreunbfepaft  genoffen.  SE)ie 
beutfd)en  ©efanbten,  baron  0.  ©erolt,  0.  Sd)lö3er  unb  ßapt. 
(Sifenbedjer,  Seiretär  S<pur3,  $en.  Sigel,  bie  @ongrepmitgIie= 
ber  Scpleicper,  SDeufter  unb  ©üntper,  bie  £)icpter  unb  Sdjrift* 
fteller  ix.  brüpl,  ix.  ßaftelpun,  3)r.  ($.  beffels,  £).  N.  Nat= 
termann  unb  S£p.  $irdjpoff,  bie  gournaliften  Nafter,  Napp, 
^än^er,  §affaure!  unb  anbere  gehörten  311  feinen  greunben  unb 
befannten. 

Seine  Neifen  brauten  ipn  früher  na<p  allen  Staaten  ber 
Union,  unb  felbft  im  oorgerüdten  2eben§alter  maepte  er  noep 
gern  ©ef(päft§=Neifen ;  er  pat  mepr,  al§  ein  £)upenb  Nial 
ben  Ojean  gelrenjt ;  ben  lepten  befuep  in  ber  alten  $eimatp 
madjte  er  im  Sommer  1885,  inbem  er  ben  berühmten  Nrgt 
Scpmenninger  confultirte  unb  eine  $ur  in  beffen  Nnftalt  311 
Homburg  burdjmacpte. 

§)ie  „Nationale  gabriianten  =  ®efellfd)aft"  e^rte  ipn  im 
gapre  1885  burcf)  bie  (Srmäplung  311m  bice-^ßräfibenten  für 
Niarplanb,  unb  auep  im  „Nationalerem  für  ben  £abaf§paiu 
bei"  naprn  er  eine  angefepene  Stellung  ein.  —  gm  grüp* 
japr  1884  mar  er  borfipenber  ber  Nuffid)t§=bepörbe  (Grand 
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jury) ;  er  mar  ber  erfte  eingemanberte  SDeutfd^e,  ber  gu  biefem 
hoben  23ertrauen§amte  berufen  mürbe. 

3n  ben  fed^iger  unb  fieberiger  fahren  mar  er  £)irettor 
ber  „dritten  9tationaI=93ant",  unb  bi§  ju  feinem  am  20.  9Jtärs 
1887  erfolgten  Stöbe  ift  er  SDireftor  ber  „Zentral  =  6at>ing§= 
33anf"  gemefen. 


Petif  reben 
ouf 

<£  p  r  t  ft  i  a  n  21  p , 

gehalten  in  ber  ©ipung  be§  Vereins  für  ©rforfc^ung  ber 
©efcbidde  ber  $)eutfd)en  in  Vlarplanb,  am  10.  Viai  1887. 

3n  ber  ©ipung  beS  Vereins  öm  12.  Npril  geigte  £>err 
(£buarb  g.  Sepb  baS  am  20.  Vtärg  erfolgte  Nbleben  beS  £errn 
(S^riftian  eines  ber  (drünber  beS  Vereins,  an  unb  beantragte, 
bafj  ein  (Somite  ernannt  merbe,  um  paffenbe  Vefcplüffe  eingu= 
reifen,  bap  bie  nädjfte  (Sipung  beS  Vereins  auSfdjlieplicb  für 
eine  geeignete  ©ebä^tnipfeier  beS  Verdorbenen  referüirt  merbe 
unb  bap  bagu  alle  greunbe  beS  Verdorbenen  eingelaben  merben 
möchten.  $)er  Vefcblup  mürbe  angenommen,  unb  ber  Vor* 
fipenbe  ernannte  ein  ßomite,  beftebenb  aus  ben  Herren  (§.  g. 
Sepb;  8.  §ennigpaufen  unb  Nabbap,  um  bie  nötpi= 
gen  Vorfebrungen  für  bie  ©ebädjtnipfeier  gu  treffen. 


SDie  6ipung  am  10.  mar  ungemöbnlicb  gut  befugt, 
felbft  Don  SBafbington  maren  greunbe  beS  Verdorbenen  getom= 
men.  SDr.  3.  ©.  VtorriS,  ber  greife  V^äfibent  beS  Vereint, 
führte  ben  Vorfip  unb  $)r.  g.  ©ennigbaufen  fungirte  als 
©efretär.  ©ofort  na(b  Eröffnung  ber  ©ipung  reichte  ber  Vor= 
fipenbe  beS  Spegial-ßomite’S  folgenben  Antrag  ein  : 

„£)iefe  ©efeflfdjaft  bot  einen  ferneren  Verlud  erlitten  ;  fie 
betrauert  in  §errn  (Sbtiftian  einen  ib*er  ©rünber  unb  eins 
ihrer  eifrigften  Viitglieber,  einen  VJann,  ber  bie  beften  @igenfd)afs 
ten  unb  fünften  ^ugenben  befap,  melche  ben  (Sbarafter  eines  $eut- 
f<ben  gieren,  beffen  mufterbafteS  Seben  Nachahmung  unb  Na<b= 
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eiferung  berbient.  Obgleich  er  al§  amerifanifcber  Bürger  ftet§ 
eifrig  bemüht  mar,  ben  beften  ^ntereffen  feinet  ^Xboptit)=S5citer= 
lanbeä  gu  bienen,  fo  bergajg  er  niemals  ba3  Sanb  feiner  ©eburt, 
nnb  fein  ganger  (£influB  mar  barauf  gerichtet,  bie  beften  (5igen= 
fdjaften  ber  beioen  Nationalitäten  gu  oerf  cbm  eigen.  —  OeSbalb 
fei  befd)Ioffen,  ba§  biefe  Nd)tung§begeigung  in’§  ^rotoloü  ber 
©efellfdjaft  eingetragen  nnb  eine  Nbfcfjrift  babon  ber  Familie  un= 
fere§  beworbenen  grennbes  unb  Ntitgliebe»  überfanbt  merbe." 


Nuf  bie  Nufforberung  beS  ^räfibenten,  fidj  über  biefen  Nn= 
trag  auSgufprechen,  bemerfte  ber  Sorfifeenbe  beS  Komite’S 


£)err  (Ebuarö  Ccyfj. 

Unfere  ©efellfihaft  oerfolgt  einen  eigenartigen,  einen  ibealen 
Qmed ;  fie  ift  fein  Nftienunterneljmen,  meldjeS  reiche  3)ioibenben 
öerfpridjt,  fie  ift  feine  äBohltbätigfeitSgefellfdjaft,  and)  ift  fie 
feine  fog.  UnfterblidjfeitS  =  Serficherung ;  fie  bat  ben  3med, 
beutfdjeS  SBefen  unb  Solfstbum  in  Nmerifa  jur  ©eltung  51t 
bringen  unb  ben  aneignenben  SKenbenjen  beS  Nnglo4tmerifaner- 
tbumS  gegenüber  ben  beutfd)en  tarnen  31t  mabren  ;  nicht  baburdj, 
baß  mir  baS  NngIo4lmerifanertbum  anfeinben,  fonbern  inbem 
mir  uns  bemfelben  in  allergreunbfdjaft  nähern  unb  ibm  motnög= 
Iidj  in  feiner  eigenen  Sprache  fagen :  „S3ir  3)eutfd)4lmerU 
faner  finb  nicht  bon  geftern  unb  ebegeftern  in  biefem  Sanbe ; 
beutfdjer  Schmeiß  bnt  bie  Urmälber  biefeS  SanbeS  liebten  helfen, 
beutfdje  Säuern  haben  unter  ben  erften  ^Cnfieblern  bem  Soben 
NtorplanbS  trübten  abgerungen,  beutfcheS  Helbenblut  ift  für  bie 
Unabbüngigfeit  biefeS  Kontinents  unb  für  bie  Erhaltung  ber 
Union  gefloffen,  beutfeber  ©eroerbfleiß  bat  biefe  Sauern=  unb 
$ffan5er=9tepubfif  511  einem  großen  Jnbufirieftaate  mad)cn  bel= 
fen,  öeutfefte  ®aufleute,  beutfdje  Genfer  unb  Krfinber  haben  mit 
ben  anberen  Nationalitäten  hier  gemetteifert,  bie  Hilfsquellen  5U 
entmideln."  Nber  bie  ©efd)icbte  biefeS  SanbeS  unb  SolfeS  mirb 
in  englifeber  Spradje  getrieben,  unb  man  fann  eS  ben  in  eng- 
lifcber  Sprache  fchreibenben  £nftorifern  faum  übel  nehmen,  rnenn 
fie  bie  Serbienfte  ber  SSeutfchen  nicht  in’S  gehörige  Siebt  fepen, 
unb  gerabe  beßbalb  mar  biefer  Serein  eine  Notbmenbigfeit. 

£)aS  Deutfchtbum  Saltimore’S  bat  feine  Stellung  unb  feinen 
2Öertb  fennen  gelernt,  unb  eine  grudjt  biefer  Krfenntniß  ift  un= 
fer  Serein.  Nber  biefer  Serein  mit  feinem  ibealen  Jmed  — 
melier  üor  fünfzehn  Jahren  faum  hier  möglich  gemefen  märe, 
unb  ber  in  JabreSfrift  fo  fräftig  empor  geblüht  ift,  baß  feine  Ser= 
banblungen  baS  Jntereffe  aller  £)eutfdjen  im  Sanbc  unb  felbft  in 
Kuropa  erregen,  —  mürbe  oielleidjt  hoch  nicht  fo  balb  ju  Kräften 
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gefommen  fein,  menn  ftdj  nid)t  ber  s)Jtann,  beffen  Stob  ttrir 
feit  bem  20.  9Jtürg  betrauern,  fo  mann  für  benfelben  intereffirt 
f)ätte.  $err  ©Ijrtftian  beffen  ©ebäd)tniB  mir  Ijeute  feiern, 
mar  einer  ber  ©rünber  unfern*  ©efelifd)aft,  er  fjat  unermüblid) 
gemirtt,  ung  TOtglieber  gugufüljren,  unb  feiner  gürfpradje,  fei= 
nem  ©ifer  oerbanft  biefe  ©efellfdjaft  itjr  gefunbeg  sIöadjgtf)um. 
—  2Öenn  irgenb  ein  Seutfdjer  in  Baltimore  feinen  ©influjg  gum 
©uten  geltenb  gemacht  tjat,  fo  mar  eg  £>err  ©Ijriftian  ;  feit 
einem  9J?enfdjenalter  tjat  bag  SDeutfdjttjum  biefer  ©tabt  *ftid)tg 
unternommen,  mobei  nid)t  unfer  oerftorbener  greunb  feine  fyU 
fenbe  §anb  gelietjen,  unb  menn  tjeute  unfer  SE)eutfd)tt)um  tjier 
eine  geartete  ©teüung  einnimmt,  fo  t)at  ber  SBerftorbene  ein  gut 
Sttjeil  bagu  beigetragen,  unb  menn  mir  hier  fpegiell  feiner  gebenfen, 
fo  Ijat  er  biefe  ©Ijre  motjl  oerbient,  unb  mir  bürfen  nur  mün= 
fdjen,  baB  fidj  unter  ben  SDeutfdjen  red)t  9SieIe  finben,  bie  itjm 
naäjeifern. 

©g  mag  ferner  fein  für  ben  ©ingemanberten,  fetbft  menn  er, 
mie  §err  nidjt  Oon  unten  angufangen  braudjt,  fidj  eine  ©tel= 
lung  unter  ben  $aufleuten  unb  ^nbuftrielten  nuferer  ©tabt 
gu  erringen,  cg  ift  bod)  unenblidj  oiel  fernerer,  fidj  einen  tarnen 
gu  madjen,  ber  nidjt  fo  leicht  burd)  einige  ©djaufeln  ©rbe,  bie 
auf  fein  ©rab  fdjoüern,  oermifdjt  unb  gugebedt  merben  tann  ; 
einen  folgen  tarnen  Ijat  fid)  unfer  greunb  gemacht.  SDer  9tame 

ift  burd)  if)n  gum  ©pnonpni  für  Äg  gemorben,  mag  an. 
einem  Seutfdjen  in  ^tmerita  gut,  grojj,  ebel  unb  nad)afjmungg= 
mertlj  genannt  merben  barf. 

2ßag  £>err  feinen  armen  Sanbgleuten  unb  feinen  2Irbci= 
tern  gemefen,  ift  ftabtbefannt.  Dbmoljl  oon  Statur  referüirt  unb 
gurüdljaltenb,  mar  er  immer  bereit,  mürbigen  Seuten  gu  Reifen, 
©r  tonnte  gange  Sage  lang  fid)  abmüljen,  lanbfremben  Wenfdjen 
©teilen  unb  Unterfommen  gu  oerfdjaffeit,  unb  gar  mancher  33al= 
timorer  ©efdjäftgmann  nennt  £>errn  mit  S)ant  feinen  ©ön= 
ner,  ber  iljm  gur  33egrünbung  feiner  ©£ifteng  befjülflid)  mar. 
gür  bie  Strbeiterflaffe  Ijatte  er  ein  marmeg  £>erg,  unb  er  gehört 
gu  ben  erften  ^nbuftrieüen  beg  Sanbeg,  meld^e  bag  9ld)tftunbcn= 
fpftem  befürworteten. 


/ 


11 

£>err  $£  mar  einer  Don  SDenen,  auf  bie  ©fjatefpeare’S  Diel 
miBbraudjteS  äBort  “  a  princely  merchant  ”  mit  Dollem  9ted)te 
angemenbet  merben  barf.  Oböleid)  ruljig  unb  gemeffen  in  fei= 
nem  2Befen,  uerbreitete  fein  reidjeS,  tiefet  ©emüttj  ftet§  einen 
magren  @onnenfd)ein  in  feiner  Umgebung.  TOt  bem  @d)arf= 
blicf  einer  genialen,  grop  angelegten  ftatur  muBte  fein  fixerer 
Statt  in  allen  gälten  fofort  ba§  fRecf)te  gu  treffen  ;  ba  mar  nidjtS 
UnfidjereS,  ©djmantenbeg,  SaftenbeS  unb  £albe§,  fein  ganje§ 
£anbeln  unb  Stpun  mar  ber  $u§fIuB  eine§  tlaren,  fjarmonifcfjen 
2Befen§,  ba3  tein  ©rfolg  übermütig  matten  unb  fein  ©d)id= 
fafäfdjlag  nieberfcfymettern  tonnte. 

UBenn  e§  maljr  ift,  baB  am  ©nbe  tein  Sfflenfd)  unerfetdidj  ift, 
fo  ift  e3  bod)  ebenfo  maljr,  baB  ber  %o b  mandjer  Männer  eine 
Siide  reifet,  bie  niemals  aufgefütlt  merben  tann,  unb  beren  33er= 
luft  empfunben  mirb,  fo  lange  feine  3eitgenoffen  unter  ben  2e= 
benben  manDeln.  (Eine  fold^e  Süde  Ijat  ber  Stob  oon  ßpriftian 
$£  geriffen  ;  er  mirb  non  fielen  DermiBt  merben :  man  mirb 
itjn  unter  ben  Bürgern  ber  ©tabt  Dermiffen,  unter  benen  er  fo 
grof$e§  Slnfeljen  genojj,  in  mertantilen  Greifen  mirb  fein  meifer 
Sftatfjunb  UnternefjmungSgeift  festen,  befonberS  aber  merben  ifjn 
bie  Firmen  Dermiffen,  benen  er  immer  ein  ebelmüttjiger  unb 
generöfer  Reifer  mar ;  e§  ift  fraglich,  ob  Diefe  (Generation  in 
Baltimore  feinet  ©teilen  feljen  mirb. 


©obottn  fpracfyber  33i&liotljefar  ber  Sßratffdjen  tfreibiBIiotfjef 

DR.  LEWIS  H.  STEINER. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen: 

When  the  loss  of  a  friend  causes  us  to  pause  in  the  busi- 
ness  of  life  and  memory  with  her  rieh  freight  of  sweet  inci- 
dents  connecting  us  with  the  deceased  makes  the  greatness 
of  our  bereavement  almost  crushing,  how  we  delight  to 
recall  everything  that  increases  the  vividness  of  the  image 
left  to  us  of  what  he  once  was.  The  happy  hours  once  spent 
in  friendly  converse  return,  the  deeds  of  hearty  sympathy 
that  won  our  earnest  admiration  are  reproduced,  the  sturdy 
honesty  and  unflinching  integrity  which  caused  him  to  stand 
prominent  among  his  companions  once  more  challenge  our 
esteem,  and  we  feel  even  while  the  dark  clouds  of  sorrow 
cover  our  sky  that  such  a  past  is  a  rieh  heritage  of  treasure 
to  us  that  can  never  be  wholly  lost.  Then  we  know  that 
death  is  not  the  same  as  annihilation  of  the  spiritual  life  of  our 
friend.  We  feel  that  this  remains  with  us  as  really  as  when 
he  sojourned  here  on  earth,  and  that  the  good  he  did,  the 
happiness  he  caused,  the  joy  he  created,  the  energy  and 
loyal  devotion  to  duty  he  aroused  by  his  words,  and  still 
more  by  his  example,  are  results  that  belong  to  the  perma¬ 
nent  Capital  of  the  human  race,  not  to  be  destroyed  by  any 
agency  whatever,  but  to  endure,  even  when  his  name  shall 
be  forgotten,  as  the  beautiful  efflorescence  of  what  man  can 
do  in  his  best  and  truest  moments.  The  good  that  men  do 
is  not  “interred  with  their  bones,”  as  our  great  poet  expressed 
it  but  lives  and  fructifies  from  age  to  age  and  never  dies. 

And  all  this  is  true,  although  the  path  trod  by  him  who 
has  been  snatched  from  us  was  one  not  of  the  ambition  which 
delights  the  statesman,  the  orator,  or  the  soldier,  nor  one 
where  the  voices  of  his  fellowmen  were  boisterous  with  loud 
eulogy  and  noisy  commendation,  nor  one  which  prompted 
the  erection  of  costly  marble  covered  with  a  cold  record  of 


his  past  inscribed  by  those  who  merely  wished  to  have  reflected 
upon  their  own  heads  the  honors  he  had  won  from  the 
world. 


With  such  thoughts  I  feel  we  can  enter  upon  the  duty  of 
this  hour  and  take  great  comfort  in  recalling  the  sterling  traits 
of  character  that  made  Christian  Ax ,  while  with  us  in  the 
flesh,  a  man  worthy  of  our  esteem  and  love.  His  death 
makes  us  fully  realize  the  fact  that  the  influence  of  such  a 
man  is  not  ended  when  the  breath  leaves  the  body  but  that 
it  continues,  reproducing  itself  in  others  until  it  becomes  a 
part  of  the  heritage  of  his  race.  There  is  no  such  a  fate  as 
death  to  whatever  is  amiable  and  of  good  report  in  man. 

A  manufacturer,  whose  honesty  was  proverbial,  whose  keen 
appreciation  of  whatever  would  give  zest  and  Stimulus  to 
business  was  recognized  by  every  one  within  the  circle  of  his 
influence,  whose  devotion  to  the  daily  round  of  duty  was  by 
no  means  slight  and  superficial  but  earnest  and  profound, — 
such  a  man  when  prosperity  shines  upon  him  often  becomes 
narrow  in  his  sympathies,  crabbed  in  his  manners,  tyrannical 
in  his  treatment  of  employees,  miserly  with  his  gains  and 
niggardly  to  all  but  himself.  But  how  strong  a  contrast  did 
Mr.  Ax  present  to  any  such  unmanly  deterioration.  His 
sympathies,  as  he  grew  older,  became  more  tender  and  more 
readily  excited  by  anything  that  touched  the  comfort  or  well 
being  of  his  fellow  man,  his  kindness  of  soul  found  more  de- 
cided  expression  in  manner  and  voice  as  years  passed  by, 
and  his  richly  deserved  gains  were  almost  lavishly  used, 
whenever  and  wherever  the  needs  of  his  fellow  citizens  or  the 
wants  of  his  adopted  country  were  made  known  to  him. 

And  so  men  of  all  classes  and  occupations  learned  to  re- 
spect  and  love  him.  Here  was  one  who  loved  his  country 
and  was  willing  to  make  any  sacrifices  to  ensure  her  unity 
and  prosperity, — one  who  contributed  to  the  business-activity 
and  wealth  of  the  community  by  throwing  his  energy  and 
capacity  into  a  business  that  gave  constant  employment  and 
profitable  compensation  to  hundreds  of  employees,  while  it 
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ensured  the  circulation  of  large  sums  of  money  in  the  Com¬ 
munity, — one  who,  without  a  taint  of  morbid  ambition,  was 
always  prepared  to  serve  in  any  position  that  would  enable 
him  to  be  useful, — one  to  whose  old  friendships  others  could 
be  added  without  the  neglect  of  those  of  his  earlier  years, — 
one  whose  great  heart  made  him  the  earnest  friend  of  whatever 
was  good,  while  his  sympathetic  soul  would  prompt  him  to 
pity  the  evil  doer  while  he  sturdily  condemned  the  violations 
of  law  he  had  committed, — one,  who  cultivated  with  filial 
love  all  those  great  and  good  qualities  that  make  German 
homes  objects  of  profound  admiration,  and  showed  by  his  life 
how  all  could  be  transferred  in  their  native  purity  to  these 
American  shores  and  here  made  wonderfully  efficient  in  the 
formation  of  a  national  spirit  equal  to  any  the  world  had  ever 
known  before, — one,  who  was  known  of  all  men  of  his  earn¬ 
est  patriotism,  sound  business  qualifications,  incorruptible 
integrity,  burning  love  for  his  fellow  men  and  boundless 
liberality  when  a  genuine  appeal  for  aid  reached  his  heart. 

I  say  that  such  a  man’s  influence  does  not, — cannot  die. 
The  world  is  better  because  he  has  lived,  and  whether  we  who 
have  been  honored  with  his  near  friendship  shall  permit  his 
name  to  be  forgotten  or  not,  the  good  that  he  did  in  life  was 
not  entombed  when  his  body  was  committed  to  the  keeping 
of  the  Gottes  acker  but  must  live  and  be  of  perennial  value. 

Personally,  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  in  this  presence  where 
older  friends  of  the  dead  have  assembled  to  join  in  honoring 
his  memory,  that  his  death  gave  me  profound  sorrow,  for  I 
had  not  only  been  deeply  impressed  by  the  traits  of  character 
already  mentioned  as  prominent  in  Mr.  Ax,  but  had  been  the 
receipient  of  such  manifestations  of  hearty  friendship  as  to 
have  made  him  very  dear  to  me.  I  earnestly  support  the  resolu- 
tions  of  respect  proposed  by  the  Committee,  hoping  that  this 
Society  especially  may  fondly  cherish  the  memory  of  one, 
who  was  so  much  interested  in  its  formation  and  so  earnest 
for  its  prosperity. 
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2)er  nätfte  Ütebner  mar  ber  Sßräfibent  ber  2)eutften  ©efell= 
fc&aft  öon  DJtarpIanb  unb  $ice=$räfibent  be§  23erein§, 

fjerr  Couis  p.  Ejennigfyaufen. 

teilte  Herren  !  3n  ber  ^Beurteilung  be»  ©haratter§  eines 
Cannes  finb  feine  §anblungen  öon  größerer  SÖittigteit,  als 
feine  Sieben.  3$  erlaube  mir  hier  jept  einige  £>anblungen  un= 
fereS  oerftorbenen  greunbeS,  £>errn  ©hriftian  5lj,  zu  ermähnen, 
non  melden  it  perfönlit  ^enntniji  habe,  unb  weite  uns  einen 
tiefen  23licf  gewähren  in  bie  £)otherzigfeit,  ben  ©belmuth  unb 
bie  Opfermiüigteit,  weite  in  feinem  Innern  lebenbig  mirlten. 
©S  ift  nidjt  ungemöhnlit,  bajz  wohtubenbe  Männer  einen  %heil 
ihres  iiberflüffigen  3>ermögenS  bereitwillig  zur  Sinberung  ber 
9totb  ber  Ernten  unb  ©lenben  besteuern,  aut  nid)t  feiten,  bafe 
Männer  bereit  finb,  einen  SUjeil  ihres  täglichen  33erbienfteS  für 
milbtbätige  3wede  zu  opfern,  aber  böcbft  feiten  ift  es,  bap  ein 
©eftäftSmann  fi(b  bie  $eit  nimmt,  fit  öon  feinem  ©eftäfte 
entfernt,  perfönlite  Slnftrengungen  matt,  fit  törperliter  Arbeit 
unterzieht,  um  ben  ©lenben  unb  binnen  beiju flehen.  ÜRitt  feine 
reitliten  ©elbbeiträge,  benn  baS  hatte  er  mit  anberen  eblen 
Männern,  weite  it  tenne,  gemein,  fonbern  fein  perfönliteS 
Arbeiten  für  9totl)bürftige,  haben  auf  mit  ben  tiefften  ©iubrucf 
gematt.  3t  tneijz  gäüe,  wo  ihm  mitgetheilt  würbe,  bap  Trante 
fit  in  bitterer  Stoth  befanben.  ©r  befträntte  fit  nitt  barauf, 
reitlite  ©elbunterftüfcungen  zu  fenben,  fonbern  er  bef utte  fie 
in  ihren  äimliten  Wohnungen,  ©r  fanb  eine  tränte,  hülflofe 
3Bittwe  mit  mehreren  ßinbern  in  einem  Qimmer,  wo  ein  ©e= 
funber  tränt  werben  mujjte,  öiel  weniger  bap  ein  trauter  bort 
genefen  tonnte,  ©r  mietete  fofort  eine  reitüt^r  gefunbe  233oh= 
nung,  unb  ber  Umzug  ber  Oranten  fanb  unter  feiner  perfönlidjen 
Sluffitt  unb  Sorgfalt  ftatt.  ©r  becfte  alle  Untoften.  3n  ber 
^Bewegung  für  ©efe£e  zum  größeren  Stufte  ber  armen  Stuftern* 
fifter  würben  Diele  Herren  als  ©omite  ernannt,  bafür  zu  wirten. 
Sille  meinten  es  aufrittig  mit  biefer  armen  Slrbeitertlaffe,  aber 
teiner  ber  Herren  nahm  fit  bie  Seit,  bie  feinem  ©eftäfte  ge= 
hörte,  um  weitere  Stylte  in  biefer  humanen  Säte  zu  tun, 
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al3  mie  ,£>err  ©hriftian  A£,  melier  bocfj  ba§  bebeutenbfte  f?abrif= 
gefdjäft  unter  btefert  Herren  hatte,  unb  ba  er  an  Safjren  ber  Ael= 
tefte  mar,  mehr  Anfprudj  auf  Aulje  unb  Sequemlichfeit  madjen 
tonnte,  (£r  tarn  mieberholt  in  biefer  Angelegenheit  ben  toeiten 
A$eg  öon  feinem  ($efd)äft§=2ofale  nach  meiner  Office,  unb  lieft 
e§  fid)  nic^t  Oetbrieften,  anbere  Männer,  meld)e  er  für  bie  ©ad)e 
iw  geminnen  fud)te,  perfönlidj  gu  befugen,  (£r  opferte  im  3n= 
tereffe  ber  2öohlthätigfeit  nicht  nur  allein  reichlich  fein  ©elb,  fon= 
bern  auch  feine  Aul)e,  feine  33equemlid)teit,  ja  felhft  fein  ©e= 
fdjäftSintereffe.  ©ein  Oahinfdjeiben  ift  für  un§,  bie  mir  ihn 
megen  feiner  eblen  unb  gef  eHfdjaf  fliehen  (Sigenfdjaften  liebten, 
ein  grofter  $erluft,  aber  ein  meit  gröfterer  25erluft  ift  e§,  nächft 
feinen  lieben  Angehörigen,  für  bie  Armen  unb  Gslenben,  beren 
treuer  Sreunb  unb  Reifer  er  ftet§  mar. 


17 


25er  nädjfte  Tribut  !am  üon  bem  9iecf)t§antt)alte 

GEORGE  SAVAGE,  ESQ. 

Mr.  President . — I  desire  to  add  a  brief  but  heartfelt  tribute 
to  the  virtues  of  our  deceased  friend  and  fellow  member. 

Christian  Ax  was  truly  “One  of  nature’s  noblemen,”  and  if 
I  were  asked  to  suggest  an  appropriation  inscription  for  the 
monument  which  will  ere  long  mark  his  grave  in  Greenmount 
I  would  write  those  words  of  the  poet, — so  full  of  meaning 
and  so  true  of  him.  He  was  not  a  nobleman  as  they  are 
called  who  claim  the  title  by  the  right  simply  of  birth,  but  he 
was  indeed  a  nobleman  by  that  higher  and  far  better  right 
which  God  alone  can  give.  He  posessed,  in  a  rare  degree, 
the  qualities  of  head  and  heart  which  give  nobility  to 
character  and  to  life,  and  he  illustrated  them  in  his 
daily  walk.  As  a  merchant  and  partner  in  one  of  the 
great  firms  of  our  country  he  demonstrated  his  mercantile 
ability  and  honor;  as  a  friend  he  was  warm  hearted  and 
faithful;  as  a  German  he  never  forgot  his  Fatherland;  as  an 
American  citizen  he  was  equal  to  all  the  responsibilities  of 
that  citizenship ;  and  as  a  lover  of  his  fellowmen  he  was  gen- 
erous  in  his  words  and  in  his  acts  and  was  ever  ready  to  help 
and  to  cheer.  Christian  Ax  was  not  only  a  notable  man 
among  the  German  born  citizens  of  Baltimore,  but  among 
his  American  born  fellow  citizens  as  well.  He  would  have  made 
his  mark  in  any  community.  We  know  Mr.  President,  that 
he  nobly  met  not  only  the  duties  of  life  as  a  merchant,  citizen, 
father,  husband,  friend  and  humanitarian,  but  that  he  bore 
well  also  its  trials,  pains  and  sorrows  and  that  of  them  he  had 
a full  share.  How  pathetic  was  the  close  of  his  life!  How 
patiently  and  uncomplainningly  he  suffered  and  died!  We 
may  be  assured  that  at  the  last  to  him  death  came  as 

“The  herald  of  a  better  world, 

The  messenger  of  peace  and  rest.” 

Peace  to  his  ashes !  Blessed  be  his  memory ! 
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hierauf  ergriff  baS  Bßort  ber  greife  unb  ehrmürbige 

i}err  paftor  ^einrid?  Scfyeib. 

$err  ^räfibent !  —  Es  hat  meinem  §erzen  mofjlgethan,  ben 
Sorten  zu  laufen,  mel<he  an  biefem  5lbenb  fo  frifcb  unb  marm 
non  Berebten  Sippen  floffen,  um  baS  Anbeuten  eines  BtamteS  zu 
errett,  ber  nid)t  bloS  als  ein  ho$gef<häpteS  Btitglieb  unferem 
herein,  fonbern  auch  burch  baS  härtere  Banb  ber  §reunbf<haft 
jebem  Einzelnen  unter  uns  angehörte.  2Iu<h  mir  mar  baS  ©lücf 
gegönnt,  eine  lange  $eihe  non  fahren  hinburcp  in  freunbfdjaft* 
liehen  Beziehungen  zu  ihm  zu  flehen,  über  bie  michtigften  £)inge 
unb  SebenSfragen,  ©ebanten  unb  ©efüljle  mit  ihm  auSzutau= 
fehen,  unb  bem  zn  SRath  unb  %hat  ftetS  bereiten  greunb,  im  ©in= 
blief  auf  feine  mohlthätige  Vergangenheit  eine  reifere  unb  fdjö= 
nere  Qufunft  zu  roünfchen.  SDarum  merbe  idj  nie  jenen  <Sonn= 
tagSmorgen  nergeffen,  ber  mir  bie  ßunbe  braute,  ber  greunb, 
ben  ich  noch  $benbs  zuüor  hoffenb  gegrüßt,  fei  aus  unferer  Biitte 
gefehieben.  Es  thut  bem  Kerzen  fo  mehe,  einen  Btann  zu  0er= 
lieren,  ber  in  ber  felbftnertrauenben  $raft,  mit  melier  er  baS 
Ser!  feinet  SebenS  ergriffen,  in  ber  gerabeauS  f(hauenben  Be- 
harrltc£)feit,  mit  ber  er  baS  oerftänbig  gemählte  3^1  verfolgte, 
in  bem  treu  genährten  Bemuptfein,  bap  beS  Btenfcpen  $hat  in 
ber  Feinheit  feiner  ^änbe  unb  feines  £erzenS,  in  ber  9te(htf(haf= 
fenheit  fernes  SebenS  ben  redeten  Sertp  erhalte,  unb  in  ber  mar= 
men  Sheilnahme  an  SIHem,  maS  Btenfdjenperzen  in  greub  unb 
Seib,  in  ©lücf  unb  Botp  bemegt,  uns  5lüen  ein  beathtungSmer* 
tpeS  Borbilb  gemorben  ift.  Unb  ^aS  um  fo  mehr,  als  bie  §off= 
nung  auf  ben  5lnbern,  ber  bie  auf  ben  ©ebieten  fegenSreicher, 
menfthlic^er  SLpätigfeit  entftanöene  Sücfe  auSfüHen  möge,  fi(h  fo 
feiten  oermirflidjt. 

3e  tiefer  id)  biefen  Berluft  empfanb  unb  bisher  betlagte, 
befto  mohlthuenber  ift  mir  bie  fid)  aufs  Beue  bemährenbe  Er* 
fahrung,  bap  bie  gute,  mit  treuer  £>anb  auSgeftreute  ©aat  ihre 
Ernbte  bringt;  bap,  uns  willen  zur  Ermunterung,  ber  eble 
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©inn,  bie  gute  S£I)at,  Don  ber  ftadjmelt  nid)t  bergeffen  rnirb, 
unb  ba&  barum  audj  unterem,  teiber  ju  frülj  Angegangenen 
greunb  eine  ©tätte  bemaljrt  bleibt  in  unferer  TOtie,  in  unfern 
Öerjen. 
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ferner  fpracfj  ^räfibent  ©arfielb’S  ©eneraLConful  in  ©giften 

DR.  SIMON  WOLF. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen: 

Although  not  a  member  of  your  Society,  not  even  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  your  City,  yet  as  an  old  friend  of  the  deceased,  I 
have  been  asked  by  Mr.  Leyh,  an  honored  member  of  your 
Association,  to  be  present  this  evening ;  and  so  I  have  left  my 
home  to  honor  myself  by  attempting  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  Christian  Ax. 

It  is  so  easy  to  say  kind  things  of  the  dead,  to  paint  in 
glowing  words  the  merits  and  virtues  of  the  departed,  and  too 
often  alasS  the  words  are  as  hollow  as  the  characteristic 
eulogizer,  therefore  how  grateful  to  know  that  in  this  instance 
at  least,  the  man  was  such  in  the  best  sense  of  the  term,  and 
words  can  poorly  depict  his  true  greatness  and  exalted  worth. 
While  distance  kept  us  apart,  and  I  unfortunately  did  not 
enjoy  that  daily  intimacy  so  essential  to  thorough  knowledge, 
yet  there  was  no  one  of  whose  doings  I  was  more  conversant, 
or  of  whose  deserved  reputation  I  had  more  intimate 
knowledge. 

True,  good  men  are  not  so  plentiful  in  our  materialistic 
days,  therefore  when  we  find  one  we  cling  to  him  and  cherish 
his  worth  and  manliness  in  our  heart  of  hearts.  It  is  but 
poor  praise  to  say  that  Mr.  Ax  was  one  of  these  rare  men. 
In  every  relation  of  life,  whether  domestic,  social  or  public, 
he  was  the  same  sturdy  character,  full  of  the  humanities  and 
royally  endowed  with  the  highest  attributes  that  adorn  and 
enoble  man.  His  genial  face  was  the  mirror  that  reflected 
the  aspirations  of  a  pure  sincere  heart,  and  the  idealized 
longings  of  a  soul  nature  seldom  found  among  mortals. 
With  him  nationality  had  no  creed,  men  no  color,  and  creeds 
no  bias.  He  was  a  Titan  among  the  men  he  moved,  and  yet 
as  simple  as  a  child,  as  modest  and  forbearing  as  a  wom&n, 
and  as  true  to  his  friends  as  he  in  turn  was  true  to  every 
element  that  grace  and  beautifies  life  and  its  duties. 
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The  land  of  his  birth  of  which  he  was  so  proud,  the  land 
of  his  adoption  for  which  he  did  so  much,  the  circle  of  which 
he  was  the  life  and  soul,  the  City  of  Baltimore  of  which  he 
was  an  honored  and  respected  citizen,  the  charitable  and 
benevolent  associations  to  whose  prosperity  he  so  magnifi- 
ciently  contributed,  the  social  organizations  of  which  he  was 
so  fond  and  in  whose  midst  so  temperately  enjoyed  life,  all 
these  can  feel  justly  proud  of  having  known  Christian  Ax, 
and  each  and  all  will  be  doing  no  more  than  simple  justice 
by  cherishing  his  memory  and  holding  up  his  character  and 
his  acts  to  future  generations  for  emulation.  As  General 
Grant  once  said  to  me  of  Mr.  Ax,  “He  is  a  man  whose  word 
I  would  take  for  anything  he  says.”  Pardon  me  gentlemen 
for  the  poverty  of  my  remark,  but  be  assured  I  loved  the 
man  and  I  revere  his  memory. 
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$)te  gobng  £>opting  Uniderfität  mar  dertreten  burdj 

fjerrn  Dr.  3ulius  (Böbel, 

metdjer  bem  33erftorbenen  fotgenben  Tribut  jotlte : 

9iad)bem  unfer  entfcfjlafener  greunb  don  ben  geehrten  $or- 
rebnern  gebübrenb  gefd)itbert  morben,  ift  eg  mir  dietteitbt  er= 
laubt,  feiner  don  einer  ©eite  rübmenb  gu  gebeuten,  don  meiner 
id)  ihm,  meinem  Berufe  gemäp,  nabe  getreten  bin  ;  denn  alg 
unfern  perfönlid)en  greunb  feiern  mir  ihn  ja  in  ber  ©title  unfe= 
reg  Verseng.  TOt  9ted)t  fragt  man  beute  nid)t  blog  bei  ung, 
fonbern  auch  in  3>eutfdjlanb,  mag  mirb  bie  nädjfte  ©tufe  ber 
(Sntmidtung  unfereg  Sanbeg  fein,  Dag  mit  feinem  materiellen 
9teidjtbum  an  ber  ©pipe  ber  $ulturdölfer  ftebt  ?  ÜRit  anberen 
Sßorten:  mogu  mirb  biefer  9teicf)ttjum  dermenbet?  Qu  Sujug 
urtb  Ueppigteit,  ober  atg  Mittel,  bie  tjöd)fte  Kultur,  bie  geiftige 
gu  förbern  ?  2Öir  miffen,  mie  fid)  in  biefer  |)infidjt  unfere 
bürger  fdjeiben,  mir  fennen  bag  ©emifdj  don  ^ddimüt^igem 
^ropentljum  unb  innerlich  derarmten  ©ebitbeten,  benn  teiber  ift 
bie  pflege  ber  ©eifteggüter  bei  ung  eine  nid)t  oft  leiste  ©ad)e. 
^Xber  gttidlidj  ift  bag  2anb,  in  meinem  ber  mobtbabenbe  Bürger, 
mie  unfer  dereljrter  greunb,  ohne  $runt,  ohne  bie  ©ebäffigfeit 
beg  Ungebilbeten  gegen  bie  SSitbung,  mit  ber  SBefdjeibentjeit  ber 
früh  crmorbenen  gebiegenen  Silbung  unb  ber  ^tc^tung  dor  jebem 
magren  ©treben  ben  geiftigen  gortfd)ritt  beg  Sanbeg  förbert. 

Wan  brauchte  nur  in  bag  bef)agli(b  auggeftattete  $(rbeitggim= 
mer  beg  (Sntldjlafenen  gu  treten,  morin  fidj  amb  feine  augertefene 
reidjbattige  Südjerei  befanb,  um  fofort  gu  fübten,  bap  bie*  gei* 
füge  gntereffen  mobnten.  SBetdje  greube  bereitete  eg  ibm,  bem 
©afte  felbft  eineg  ber  93ii(ber  gum  ^ad^fdf)laQen  gu  reichen,  fattg 
bie  ftetg  angeregte  Unterbattung  irgenb  ein  ©ebiet  beg  SiÜffeng 
berührt  batte  unb  eg  galt,  einen  gmeifelbaften  $untt  feftgufteltcn. 
TOt  meinem  gntereffe  folgte  er  ben  ©efprädjen  Der  Vertreter  don 
SBiffenfdjaft,  Siteratur  unb  $unft,  bie  fid)  bei  ihm  gablreid)  ein= 
fanben  unb  faft  immer  batte  er  etmag  (Sigeneg  mitgutbeiten. 
$aum  geigte  fid)  im  Sanbe  eine  53eftrebung  gur  Hebung  ber  33il= 
bung,  bie  er  nidjt  mit  feinem  gntereffe,  ja,  menn  eg  nötbig  mar, 


23 

mit  reifen  Mitteln  unterftüpt  pätte.  Urtb  e§  feiert  ipn  in  fei* 
nem  ©tauben  an  ben  geiftigengortfcpritt,  in  feiner  93egeifterung 
für’§  ©ute  niept  51t  beirren,  menn  er  je  einmal  feinen  EntpufiaS* 
mu3  an  Unmürbige  verfeproenbete. 

33efonber§  mar  £>err  51  %  ein  tapferer  Kämpfer  für  bie  ErpaU 
tung  be§  Seutfdjen  in  unferem  Sanbe,  bem  e§  peip  am  öer^en 
tag,  bap  bie  ©eifteSfepäpe  unfere§  33otfe§  fiep  burd)  bie  9Jcutter= 
fpraepe  auep  auf  ba§  fommenbe  ©efepteept  vererbten.  TOit  Uiatp 
unb  Spat  unterftüpte  er  pier  febe§  ©treben.  E§  mirb  mir  eine 
unvergepliepe,  maprpaft  erpebenbe  Erinnerung  bleiben,  mie  ber 
fepon  fepr  franfe  9)?ann  am  Ärüdftod  in  meine  23ortef  ungen 
über  beutfepe  Literatur  tarn,  unb  at§  icp  ipn  bat,  fiep  boep  gu 
feponen,  mir  ermiberte,  er  tönne  e§  niept  über  fiep  geminnen,  fie 
3U  verfäumen.  Unb  mie  tief  verarbeitete  er  @epörte§.  E3  fei 
mir  geftattet,  auep  baritber  eine  perfönliepe  Erinnerung  eingu= 
fteepten.  E»  mar  bei  ber  tepten  gabriffeier,  melepe  bie  girma 
aüjäprtiep  veranftattet  unb  mobei  fiep  ba§  pergUcp  gemütptiepe 
Einvernepmen  gmifipen  ben  33efipern  unb  Arbeitern  ftet§  im 
fepönften  Siepte  geigt.  gep  trat  mit  §errn  51e  in  ben  fefttiep  ge= 
fepmüdten  «Saat  unb  gemaprte  auf  ber  fleinen  55üpne  bie  Sßilb= 
niffe  ber  Herren  ©ait  unb  unb  barüber  ben  3Ser§  : 

@tets  btüp  unb  ftmdj’g 
2)ie  girma  ©ait  unb  2ty. 

9tun  patte  icp  einige  Sage  vorper  in  einer  $ortefung  über 
£an§  @a<p3  unb  feinen  Einftup  auf  Literatur  unb  Sehen  be§  16. 
3aprpunbert§  gerebet  unb  babei  auep  einige  feiner  ©epmänte  mit 
ben  ftereotppen  6cptupverfen  recitirt.  ©eper^enb  bemerfte  iep, 
ber  S5er§  auf  ber  SBüpne  Hinge  gerabe,  at§  fei  er  von  $an§ 
@aep§  verfapt.  $err  5l£  ftimmte  mir  täepetnb  bei.  5113  er  bann 
im  Saufe  be§  5tbenb§  aufftanb,  um  eine  Ütebe  an  bie  Arbeiter  gu 
patten,  bie  ipn  im  Greife  umftanben,  ba  mäptte  er  fiep  einen  ber 
recitirten  Sepmänte :  „6antt  ^etru§  mit  ber  ©ai3"  gum  Spema. 
3n  meifterpafter  Sßeife  gab  erben  gnpattroieber,  ber  mit  feinem 
perjigen  Junior  auep  peute  noep  ba§  §erj  be3  23otte§  padt.  Unb 
mie  fdjön  verftanb  er  bann,  einen  5Sergtei<p  gmifepen  ^etru3  unb 
febem  9ttenfepen  in  feinem  53eruf§freife  j$u  giepen,  mie  einbring* 
lief)  unb  tief  50g  er  barau3  bie  Sepre  auip  für  bie  Arbeiter,  bie, 
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Dort  nebelhaften  Leonen  be3  <5oäiali3mu3  berüdt,  fi(h  tuoljl  audj 
bie  £>errfd)aft  jm  ©efdjäft  anmafcen  möchten,  anftatt  treu  in 
iljrem  SerufStreife  31t  rnirfen.  Sauter  Beifall  am  Sdjluffe  ber 
Sftebe  bezeugte,  treidle  -©klung  biefe  ©orte  auf  feine  Arbeiter, 
wie  auf  bie  übrigen  JJuljörer  gemadjt  Ratten. 

3a,  £>err  Wx  mar  ein  bebeutenber  9Jknn  audj  in  geiftiger 
£)infidjt,  unb  moljl  unferm  Sanbe,  moljl  bor  Mem  unferm 
2)eutfd)tljum,  wenn  e§  foldje  Männer  giebt,  bie  über  ben  ($elb= 
ermerb  aud)  bie  pflege  be§  beutfd)en  ®eifte§Ieben§  nidjt  bergeffen, 
fonbern  feine  3^tereffen  im  ljäu§Iidjen  Greife  mie  nadj  duften 
bertreten.  Stöge  ba§  $lnbenten  an  fein  IjerrlidjeS,  ebleö  Seifpiel 
bei  red)t  Sielen  treue,  begeifterte  9ta$aljmung  ermeden ! 
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fjerr  tDilfyelm  Sdjnauffer 

rnadjte  befonber§  barauf  aufmerffam,  baß  bie  großen  (Sßenben 
ber  ©eutfdjen  93altimore’3  mäßrenb  be§£riege§  öon  1870  für  bie 
beittfdjen  SSermunbeten,  bie  bamal§  burd)  einen  ©atnen=33a5ar 
erhielt  mürben,  jum  großen  Streit  ben  angeftrengten  Semüßun* 
gen  be§  $errn  $u  banfen  gemefen  feien. 

3um  @<$lu[fe  ergriff 

fjerr  (Seorg  H>.  (Sail 

ba§  2öort.  Sr  fagte  ber  Sefellfdjöft  marmen  ©an!  für  biefe 
$tu^eicf)niing  feinet  oerftorbenen  greunbe§  unb  Sefd)äft§tljeil- 
ßaber3 ;  e§  freue  iljn  hoppelt,  fagen  31t  bürfen,  baß  er  nad)  ber 
intimen  23efanntfd)aft  unb  $reunbfd)aft,  bie  gmifdien  ißm  unb 
bem  Oerftorbenen  fo  lange  3aßre  beftanben,  bie  Ueberjeugung 
erlangt  habe,  baß  jebe§  2öort  be§  £obe§,  ba3  ihm  gesollt  morben, 
oerbient  gemefen  fei. 

©er  Antrag  be§  Somite§  mürbe  einftimmig  angenommen, 

fjerr  €rnft  £}Otn 

beantragte,  bie  gehaltenen  SReben  mit  einer  Oiograßhie  be§  Oer= 
ftorbenen  3U  veröffentlichen. 

Sin  Somite,  befteßenb  au§  ben  $errn  Srnft  £>oen,  Sbuarb 
5.  Sepfj,  2.  ©ennigljaufen,  $arl  Sftabbaß  unb  ©r.  3uliu§ 
©öbel  mürbe  ernannt,  um  bie  ®ebäd)tnißfd)rift  brudfertig  3U 
madjen. 


Mr.  Christian  Ax  was  born  in  Daaden,  Germany,  on  Nov¬ 
ember  12,  1823.  He  received  his  commercial  training  in 
Soest  and  Crefeld,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  attained  the 
responsible  position  of  travelling  representative  of  a  large 
cloth  house  in  Rheydt,  in  which  capacity  he  became  acquaint- 
ed  with  Mr  George  P.  Gail,  head  of  the  well  knowntobacco 
firm  in  Giessen,  an  acqiiaintance  which  soon  ripened  into 
friendship  and  resulted  in  an  off  er  to  join  the  branch  house  of 
the  Giessen  firm  just  then  established  in  Baltimore  by  Mr. 
George  W.  Gail,  the  son  of  Mr.  Geo.  P.  Gail.  The  offer  was 
accepted,  and  after  a  stay  of  some  weeks  with  the  parent  firm 
in  Germany,  Mr.  Ax  embarked  in  the  spring  of  1851  for  the 
United  States,  and  entered  with  his  customary  vigor  and 
earnestness  upon  his  new  field  of  labor  as  travelling  agent  for 
the  young  Baltimore  branch.  Here  his  sound  business 
principles  and  kindliness  of  character  were  soon  productive 
of  eminent  success  to  the  firm  and  in  1855  he  became  a 
partner  in  the  house,  having  espoused  the  year  previous  Miss 
Caroline  Gail,  a  sister  of  Mr.  Geo.  W.  Gail.  The  lamented 
death  of  Mrs.  Ax  in  1857  cast  a  gloom  upon  the  household 
of  the  successful  merchant  and  bereft  his  infant  children  for  a 
time  of  a  mother’s  guiding  hand,  tili  five  years  later  when  he 
married  the  younger  sister  of  his  associate,  Miss  Nanny  Gail, 
the  surviving  widowed  mother  of  Mr.  Christian  Ax,  Jr.  Of 
the  two  children  of  the  first  marriage,  the  elder,  Miss  Mary 
Ax,  still  lives,  Karl  Ax  having  died  suddenly  on  the  4th  of 
September,  1886. 
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With  the  deep  interest  we  have  in  the  position  which  Mr. 
Christian  Ax  occupied  in  true  American  citizenship  and 
philanthropy,  we  feel  this  to  be  an  opportunity  emphatically 
to  claim  for  him  his  place.  He  was  in  truth,  a  thoughtful  and 
cultivated  man,  fearless  in  maintaining  what  he  believed 
desirous  of  attaining  to  truth,  indifferent  to  blame,  and  in 
gentle  charity  with  all  men.  Conspicuous  for  some  time  in 
the  political  history  of  our  city,  refusing  however  even  the 
most  flattering  calls  to  office,  it  will  not  be  forgotten  by  men 
who  differed  from  his  views,  that  in  the  hour  of  passionate 
party  strife,  he  stoutly  repudiated  all  schemes  to  take  away 
even  an  iota  of  the  rights  of  his  fellow  citizens  of  an  opposite 
political  opinion,  as  he  had  once  in  the  dark  days  of  Know- 
nothingism  defended  the  rights  of  the  foreign  born  citizen 
when  it  was  indeed  dangerous  to  do  so.  It  will  not  be 
forgotten  that  he  was  always  among  the  first  to  offer  his  time, 
influence  and  purse  in  aid  of  any  measure  or  enterprise  that 
redounded  to  the  honor  of  Baltimore  and  the  welfare  of  its 
people.  His  philanthropy  shunned  publicity,  yet  was  so 
broad  that  the  recipients  of  his  private  charity  might  be 
counted  by  hundreds,  and  hardly  a  charitable  institution  of 
this  great  City  now  omits  upon  its  roll  of  benefactors  the  name 
of  Christian  Ax.  His  prominent  connection  with  the  many 
historical,  literary  and  social  societies  of  Baltimore  was  an 
earnest  of  his  interest  and  kindly  feeling  for  the  city  of  his 
adoption  and  its  citizens,  both  foreign  born  and  native. 

But  far  beyond  this  City  and  State  his  name  was  honored. 
His  lucid  views  upon  matters  of  commerce  and  taxation  were 
more  than  once  called  into  requisition  at  Washington,  and  his 
sterling  character  and  charming  social  qualities  endeared  him 
to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  in  other  States  and  cities. 
His  charity  was  feit  beyond  the  ocean,  in  the  land  of  his 
birth. 

This  was  his  career  as  a  citizen  among  us.  It  was  like  his 
private  life — unblemished  and  stainless  in  its  integrity. 
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